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Abstract:

The integration of information technology (I.T.) into library services has
significantly transformed the operations and offerings of libraries in Bachelor
of Education (B.Ed.) colleges. This transformation is driven by the need to
adapt to digital advancements, meet user expectations, and enhance educational
support for future teachers. Below is an overview of how library services in
B.Ed. colleges are evolving in the context of I.T., addressing key aspects such
as digital resources, automation, challenges, and opportunities.
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1. Evolution of Library Services in B.Ed. Colleges’:-

Libraries in B.Ed. colleges have traditionally served as repositories of educational resources,
including textbooks, pedagogical guides, and reference materials for teacher training. However,
the advent of I.T. has shifted their role toward becoming dynamic information hubs. Key
changes include: -

1.1 Digital Resource Integration?: - Libraries now provide access to e-books,
e-journals, ONOS, online databases (e.g., SCOPUS, ERIC, JSTOR), and educational platforms
tailored to teacher education. These resources support curriculum development, research, and

teaching practice.
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1.2  Automation and Digitization?: - Library management systems (LMS) like Koha
or Libsys automate tasks such as cataloguing, circulation, and resource tracking, improving

efficiency and user access.

1.3  Virtual Learning Support*: - With the rise of blended learning in education, B.Ed.
college libraries offer virtual tutorials, e-learning modules, and access to learning management

systems (LMS) to support both in-person and distance education students.

2. Impact of Information Technology on Library Services>: -

L.T. has reshaped the way B.Ed. college libraries deliver services, aligning with the needs of
tech-savvy students and faculty. Specific impacts include: -

2.1 Enhanced Accessibility®: - Digital libraries and online portals allow 24/7 access
to resources, enabling students to retrieve materials remotely, which is critical for distance

education programs common in B.Ed. curricula.

2.2 Information Literacy Programs: - Libraries now emphasize training students
in digital literacy, teaching them to navigate online databases, evaluate digital content, and
use educational software effectively. This is particularly relevant for B.Ed. students, who must

model these skills in their future classrooms.

2.3  Collaborative Learning Spaces’: - Physical library spaces are being redesigned
to include I.T.-enabled collaborative areas with computers, high-speed internet, and multimedia

tools to support group projects and teacher training workshops.

2.4 Resource Sharing®: - I.T. facilitates inter-library loans and resource-sharing
networks, allowing B.Ed. college libraries to access materials from other institutions, enriching

their collections without significant costs.

3. Challenges in Adopting IT in B.Ed. College Libraries: -

Despite the benefits, integrating I.T. into library services presents challenges, particularly in the
context of B.Ed. colleges, which may face resource constraints: -

*https://www.ijlsit.org/html-article/23423
“https://www.researchgate.net/publication/323063663_Impact_of_information_technologies_on_library_services_in_educational_in-
stitutions

Shttps://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/information-technology/libraries-transform-information-technology-centers
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3.1 Funding Limitations®: - Many B.Ed. colleges, especially in developing countries,
struggle with limited budgets for I.T. infrastructure, such as servers, software, and high-speed
internet.

3.2 Staff Training'’: - Librarians require continuous professional development to
manage digital systems and provide I.T.-based services, but training opportunities may be
limited.

3.3 Digital Divide': - Unequal access to technology among students, particularly in
rural or socioeconomically disadvantaged areas, can hinder the effectiveness of I.T.-driven

library services.

3.4 Resistance to Change'?: - Some librarians and faculty may resist adopting new

technologies due to unfamiliarity or preference for traditional methods.

3.5 Information Overload'®: - The vast amount of digital content available can

overwhelm users, requiring librarians to guide students in evaluating credible sources.

4. Opportunities for B.Ed. College Libraries': -

The changing I.T. environment offers significant opportunities to enhance library services: -

4.1 Personalized Learning Support: - 1.T. enables libraries to provide tailored
resources, such as curated reading lists or subject-specific databases, aligning with B.Ed.

students’ needs in pedagogy, curriculum design, and educational psychology.

4.2 Integration with Teaching Technologies's: - Libraries can support B.Ed.
students by offering access to tools like interactive whiteboards, educational apps, and

simulation software used in modern classrooms.

4.3 Open Access Resources'®: -

Leveraging open educational resources (OERs) and institutional repositories can expand access
to free or low-cost materials, crucial for budget-constrained colleges.

*https://www.ijlsit.org/html-article/23423
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4.4 Data Management and Research Support!’: - Libraries can assist faculty and
students in managing research data, using citation tools, and conducting bibliometric analyses,

enhancing research output in education.

4.5 Community Engagement'®: - I.T. enables libraries to host virtual workshops,
webinars, and online discussion forums, fostering collaboration among B.Ed. students, alumni,

and educators.

5.  Librarians’ Role in the Digital Age': -

Librarians in B.Ed. college libraries are transitioning from traditional custodians of books to
multifaceted roles, including: -

5.1 Knowledge Managers: - Curating and organizing digital content to support teacher
education.

5.2  Educators: - Training students and faculty in information and digital literacy.
5.3 Technology Officers: - Managing library software, databases, and I.T. infrastructure.

5.4 Collaborators: - Partnering with faculty to integrate library resources into the B.Ed.

curriculum.

6. Recommendations for B.Ed. College Libraries: -

To thrive in the I.T.-driven environment, B.Ed. college libraries can adopt the following
strategies: -

6.1 Develop L.T. Infrastructure?’: - Invest in reliable hardware, software, and internet

connectivity to support digital services.

6.2 Enhance Librarian Training?!: - Provide ongoing professional development in

L.T. skills, such as database management and digital curation.

6.3 Promote Information Literacy?’: - Integrate digital literacy into the B.Ed.

curriculum to prepare students for technology-rich teaching environments.

17 https://www.researchgate.net/publication/345005763_The_changing_roles_of librarians_Managing_emerging_technologies_in_li-
braries
18https://www.academia.edu/124617003/Library_and_Information_Services_in_the_Digital Age Opportunities_and_Challenges

19 https://www.researchgate.net/publication/286711197_Changing_Role_of Library Professinal_in_Digital Environment A_Study
20 https://www.ijlsit.org/html-article/23423
2thttps://www.researchgate.net/publication/353900257_Massive_Transformation_through ICT in_Library and_Information_Sci-
ence_Education_and_Career_Changing_the Boundaries_of Library_Professionals

22 https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1941126X.2021.1988501
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6.4 Leverage Cloud Computing®: - Use cloud-based platforms to store and share

resources, reducing costs and improving accessibility.

6.5 Foster Collaboration?: - Partner with other academic libraries and educational

institutions to share resources and expertise.

6.6 Address the Digital Divide?: - Offer offline access to digital resources (e.g.,
through Pen drive-USB drives or Oline Cloud, Drive, local servers) for students with limited

internet access.

7. Conclusion: -

The integration of I.T. into library services in B.Ed. colleges has revolutionized their role,
making them essential partners in teacher education. While challenges like funding, training,
and the digital divide persist, the opportunities for enhancing access, supporting research, and
preparing tech-savvy educators are immense. By embracing I.T. strategically, B.Ed. college
libraries can empower students and faculty to navigate the evolving educational landscape
effectively. B.Ed. colleges or a focus on a specific aspect (e.g., digital literacy programs).

8. Reference: -

8.1 https: //grok.com/chat/cd5dc362-0e81-479f-a566-4279422af422

8.2  https://www.academia.edu/124617003/Library_and Information Services in the
Digital Age Opportunities_and Challenges

8.3 https://www.ijlsit.org/html-article/23423

8.4  https://www.researchgate.net/publication/323063663 Impact of information
technologies on_library services in_educational institutions

8.5  https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/information-technology/libraries-transform-
information-technology-centers

8.6  https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1941126X.2021.1988501
8.7  https://www.nature.com/articles/palcomms201670

8.8  https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/information-technology/libraries-transform-
information-technology-centers

8.9 https://www.ijlsit.org/html-article/23423
8.10  https://www.nature.com/articles/palcomms201670
8.11  https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9684747/

23https://www.researchgate.net/publication/281238083_Library_management_system_to_library_services_platform_Resource_man-
agement_for_libraries_a_new_perspective_Higher Education_Library_Technology Briefing_paper?channel=doi&linkId=55dc-
5¢8608aec156b9b141c9&showFulltext=true
24https://www.academia.edu/124617003/Library_and_Information_Services_in_the_Digital Age Opportunities_and_Challenges
2shttps://pme.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9684747/



8.12

8.13
8.14

8.15

8.16
8.17

8.18

8.19

8.20

8.21

8.22
8.23

8.24

8.25

Pustakalay Research Journal of Information Technology and Library Science

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/286711197 Changing Role of Library
Professinal_in_Digital Environment A Study

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1941126X.2021.1988501

https://www.gcu.edu/blog/teaching-school-administration/how-using-technology-
teaching-affects-classrooms

https://www.gcu.edu/blog/teaching-school-administration/how-using-technology-
teaching-affects-classrooms

https://www.nature.com/articles/palcomms201670

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/345005763 The changing roles of
librarians Managing emerging_technologies in_libraries

https://www.academia.edu/124617003/Library _and Information Services in the
Digital Age Opportunities_and_Challenges

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/286711197 Changing Role of Library
Professinal in Digital Environment A Study

https://www.ijlsit.org/html-article/23423

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/353900257 Massive Transformation
through ICT in Library and Information Science Education and Career
Changing the Boundaries of Library Professionals

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1941126X.2021.1988501

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/281238083 Library management
system_to library services platform Resource management for libraries a
new perspective _Higher Education Library Technology Briefing
paper?channel=doi&linkId=55dc5¢c8608aec156b9b141c9&showFulltext=true

https://www.academia.edu/124617003/Library _and Information Services in_the
Digital Age Opportunities_and_Challenges

https://pme.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9684747/.



